
Page 1  | Gospel Fluency Teaching Notes 

GOSPEL FLU ENCY  
 

I N T R O :  G O S P E L  F L U E N C Y  

Gospel Fluency is learning how to interpret all of life through a gospel lens. When we say “Gospel,” we don’t 
mean simply how one gets to heaven. What we mean by “Gospel” is the entirety of the Story of God. Gospel 
fluency is the ability to see your story within the narrative of God’s story. When someone is fluent in the 
Gospel, they evaluate every circumstance (positive and negative), every struggle, every victory through the 
filter of God’s work in creation and in Christ. It is like learning a language. You know you are fluent when you 
think and dream in that language. Gospel fluency means the default mode of how you think, dream, act, and 
respond to life is in step with and in light of the Gospel. It means the language of the Gospel is so innate, your 
conversations are shaped by it. The Gospel story is so ingrained in you, it informs your reflexes to life’s stimuli.  

 

I D E N T I T I E S  A N D  P R A C T I C E S  

Gospel fluency begins when we start to understand who we are in Christ. The Gospel could be summarized the 
following way: Jesus in our place. Jesus stood in our place and took the condemnation we deserve, and Jesus 
stands in our place as our righteousness that God requires. The Apostle Paul said it like this:  

2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) — 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.   

As we are united to Christ by faith, the benefits of his life, death, and resurrection become ours. We are 
pardoned and justified. There is no condemnation for us who are in Christ (Romans 8:1). We are fully 
accepted in Him, and we are the beloved of God (2 Thessalonians 2:13).  

Understanding our Gospel Identity, who we are in Christ, is crucial for our relationship with God, our 
understanding of the life he calls us to live, and the resources that we have in Him.  

The Gospel not only saves us, it changes us.  

Romans 1:16 (ESV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  

The Gospel is not only how we begin the Christian life, it is the power of God for the Christian life. We grow by 
applying the Gospel to every area of our lives. Knowing who we are "In Christ," and acting in that identity 
changes how we live and respond to life and how we function in our relationships.  
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Sin, despair, anger, jealousy, worry, and greed all stem from not believing the truth about who God is for us 
because of Christ. We struggle when we are not applying the Gospel to our lives. The root of these struggles 
stems from not resting in and responding to the true God and to the realities that are true of us now that we 
are in Christ.  

God’s work in and through Christ and our identification with Christ through faith have given us new 
identities that empower and shape new practices.  

Our truest identity is who we are in Jesus. 

Gospel → Identity → Practices 

 

Saints who Rest 

1 Corinthians 1:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints 
together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord         
and ours:  

Romans 1:7; Romans 3:23-24; Romans 8:27; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 16:1; 2 Corinthians 1:1; 9:1, 12; 5:21; 
13:13; Ephesians 1:1, 15, 18; 2:19; 4:12; 5:3; Philippians 1:1; Philippians 4:21-22; Jude 3 

All those who are in Christ are called “saints,” holy ones, set apart to belong to God through faith in Jesus 
and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.  

Though we are sinners, we have been justified, declared righteous in God’s sight by grace, a gift that is ours 
received by faith. The Father sees us in Christ as holy and blameless, loved and accepted, not according to our 
righteousness, but according to Christ’s righteousness credited to us by faith.  

We are simultaneously sinners and saints, struggling with sin and failure, yet justified by God through faith 
in Christ.  

The Gospel is the good news that my sin was credited to Jesus and he was condemned in my place, and by 
faith his condemnation counts as mine. Additionally, his righteousness was credited to me so that God sees 
me as righteous and fully accepts me as He does his own dear Son. Through faith in Jesus, I have been justified 
“just as if I had never sinned; just as if I had always obeyed.” On the cross, God treated Jesus like he lived my 
life, so he could treat me like I lived Jesus’ life.  
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Resting 

The human condition is bent on seeking to establish identity worth and value through performance and 
achievement. We have a deep need to feel significant, acceptable, and visible and are inclined to look to our 
accomplishments, appearance, and the affirmation of others to secure that need. Living for a positive verdict 
in the court of human opinion and in our own personal court is tiring. We feel this exhausting pressure all 
around us to do more, be more, prove our worth through our own accomplishments. But we never attain a 
sense of rest, especially if our confidence is in things we have to earn or in things we can lose. However, when 
we find our identity and worth in God’s love and acceptance, we can rest from the exhausting attempts to 
establish our value and visibility through other means. The good news of the Gospel is that we can have God’s 
love and acceptance freely in Jesus, based on his performance and not ours.  In Matthew 11:2830, Jesus 
speaks to those who are weary from trying to establish their acceptability and worth and earn love and 
acceptance.  

Matthew 11:28–30 (ESV) — 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”   

He invites all who are weary from spiritual performance and exhausted from running on the treadmill of merit 
and earning, to come to him and find rest for their souls. In Jesus, we can be free from the tiring attempts to 
improve our religious resumes and to impress God. God is impressed with Christ, and Christ is ours, so God is 
satisfied with us (Philippians 3:79). As those declared righteous by God through faith in Jesus, we rest in that 
status. We do not strive to earn a standing with God, but rest in the standing that Christ has won for us. We 
do not achieve a right standing with God by works; we receive a right standing with God by grace through 
faith (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:37). We do not earn from God by our merit; we enjoy God because of mercy. 
The fact that our standing with God is secured by Jesus’ work and righteousness means we have eternal 
security and need not fear ever being forsaken of God (1 John 2:1-2).  

This standing as “justified” before God, given a positive verdict in the highest court, frees us from trying to 
earn a verdict from all the lower courts of this world. We can be free from the need to establish our sense of 
worth and rightness before others through performance. God’s opinion of us overrules all other opinions of us.  

Being “in Christ” and having God’s love and acceptance even at our worst, imparts a greater and more secure 
status than any other status available to us. In Jesus we can rest.  

Consider the following scenario regarding work: You recently made an error at work that lands you in hot 
water with a manager. You were reprimanded, but get to continue in your post. Others know you made the 
error and now you are struggling with a painful sense of inadequacy and failure. Gospel fluency enables you to 
see this situation and yourself rightly in a way that frees you and motivates you properly. My failures at work 
don’t have to impact me at the level of my identity. I can be free from trying to establish my worth through 
vocational success. In that freedom, I can admit failure because my righteousness (worth and value) do not 
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derive from working perfectly. I can work hard to honor God, bless others, and do good work. My foundational 
identity allows me to work for the right motivation. When I get in despair over this failure, I have made work 
and my supervisor's opinion of me my functional savior and am now in bondage to my performance and to my 
supervisor's evaluation of me. 

Consider the following scenario. A fellow Christian is being belittled by group of people at work (or school) 
because of their opinion about a controversial subject. They have tried to communicate it wisely with 
compassion, but it has been met with anger and slander. You are asked your opinion about their position and 
invited to share the crowds view and rage over the issue. You know if you stand with your brother or sister in 
Christ, you will be ridiculed as well. How does the Gospel address your heart in this moment? 

We have to learn to preach the gospel to ourselves and allow the gospel to transform us.  

 

Sons and Daughters who Love 

John 1:12–13 (ESV) — 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but 
of God.  

Galatians 4:4-7; John 1:12-13; Romans 8:12-17; 1 John 3:1 

We are the family of God, the household of faith (Galatians 6:10; Ephesians 2:19). We are adopted by the 
Father and given the same standing as Jesus himself, our older brother (Hebrews 2:11). He loves us with the 
same devotion, passion and joy with which he loves his own dear eternal Son, Jesus (John 17:23). As God’s 
children, he delights in us. He takes great pleasure in us as his people (Psalm 147:11; 149:4). He sees us 
through the lens of grace and rejoices over us with loud singing (Zephaniah 3:17). He doesn’t delight in 
everything we do, and as a wise and good Father, will discipline us to bring us into maturity and fruitful 
obedience (Hebrews 12:5-11). But, even when we are at our worst, he delights in being in relationship with us 
and has promised not to withdraw his love from us.  

Believing in and enjoying God’s delight in us is critical for our relationship with God. Insecurity is the enemy 
of intimacy. We will never relate to God with confidence and joy if we are unsure of how he feels about us.  

We can be confident that because we are in Christ and adopted as his children, God will never turn us away. 
He will discipline us, but never despise us. He will correct us, but he will never condemn us. He will rebuke us, 
but he will never reject us. Nothing we are going through is because of God's judgment or wrath. As the 
justified children of God, we can confidently approach God with humility and confidence. Knowing the love of 
God like this, melts all resistance to him and awakens love in our hearts for him. Our relationship with God is 
one of receiving love from and returning love to God, our Father. Our love for God will only be as strong as 
our understanding of and delight in his love for us.  
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Our status as children of God gives us confidence in prayer.  

God has given us the tremendous privilege of coming into his presence on the merits of Jesus and confidently 
making our request known to him (Hebrews 4:14-16; 10:19-24). Because we have been justified and our 
hearts have been sprinkled clean by faith in Christ, we are able to approach God confidently without the fear 
of being condemned or turned away. And, because we are God’s children, we are able to make our request to 
him with confidence, knowing that he loves to give gifts to his children (Matthew 7:7-11). Tim Keller illustrates 
this truth beautifully when he writes,  

“The only person who dare wake up a king at 3:00AM for a glass of water is his child. We have that 
kind of access.”  

- Tim Keller 

As children of God, we are called to love one another as a spiritual family with a commitment that trumps 
even that of our commitment to blood relatives (Matthew 12:46-50). The mark of being in the family of God 
is that we love God and one another (1 John 2:7-11; 3:10-18, 23; 4:7-12, 20). As the family of God, we seek to 
love our Father and to love one another in tangible, sacrificial ways. As a family we love by rejoicing with one 
another, celebrating the good and beautiful things that are happening in our spiritual family. As a family, we 
love by weeping with one another sharing one another’s sorrows and entering each other’s pain with active 
sympathy. As a family, we embrace recreational life together as a way to strengthen our family’s bonds. As a 
family, we gather around a table of love together and regularly share simple meals. Much of Jesus’ ministry 
took place around tables sharing meals (Matthew 11:19; Luke 5:29ff; 7:36; Luke 15:1-2). It was a token of 
friendship and an invitation to enter into each other’s life with joy. Jesus ate with his disciples regularly. The 
early church gathered regularly in homes to share meals together (Acts 2:42-47). Like a family that gathers 
for meals and enjoys each other’s company, we love and celebrate each other around a table of shared life.  

God has not saved us in isolation. He has brought us into his family. The Christian life is personal, but it is also 
communal. The Church has been brought together in Jesus. We are not like a hotel where we share space. We 
are a household where we share life together and carry out the one another’s of Scripture as God’s family. 
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Love: The One Anothers of Scripture: 

We are told repeatedly in the Scripture to “love one another” (14x in the New Testament). All the other “one 
anothers” are ways we love one another. 

• honor one another 

• be at peace with one another 

• live in harmony with one another 

• don’t judge one another 

• instruct one another 

• greet one another 

• care for one another 

• comfort one another 

• agree with one another 

• serve one another 

• don’t consume one another 

• don’t envy one another 

• be kind to one another, tenderhearted 

• forgive one another as you have been 
forgiven 

• sing to one another 

• submit to one another 

• don’t lie to one another 

• bear with one another 

• teach and admonish one another 

• encourage one another 

• build one another up 

• do good to one another 

• exhort one another 

• stir one another up to love and good 
deeds 

• meet with one another 

• don’t speak evil against one another 

• don’t grumble against one another 

• confess your sins to one another 

• pray for one another 

• keep loving each other earnestly  

• show hospitality to one another without 
grumbling 

• use your spiritual gifts to serve one 
another 

• clothe yourselves with humility towards 
one another 

• love one another, love one another, love 
one another….

Our status as sons and daughters of God shapes our perspective on the circumstances of our lives. When we 
are confident in the Father's love for us, we do not have to live in fear. We do not have to take matters into 
our own hands, and constantly try to control the outcomes of our lives because we know our life is in the 
hands of a God who is our Sovereign Father.  

We have to preach the Gospel to ourselves. Consider the following scenario: You are having some health 
problems so you visit your doctor. They run some tests on you. The next day, your doctor calls and leaves a 
message that you need to come in and discuss your condition. Your mind immediately goes to the worst-case 
scenario. How does being fluent in the Gospel help you in this moment?  
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Citizens who Represent 

Philippians 3:20–21 (ESV) — 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 
even to subject all things to himself.  

Matthew 6:33; 13:44-50; Luke 12:32; Acts 14:22; Colossians 1:13-14; Hebrews 12:28 

Not only are we members of God’s family, but in Jesus, we are citizens of God’s Kingdom. The Kingdom of 
God is the rule of God healing and restoring all things and eventually conquering every enemy that would 
oppose God’s authority. That Kingdom is resisted by Satan and his demonic forces and by a world under his 
influence that has sided with Satan in his rebellion against God (Ephesians 2:1-3; 1 John 5:19). When Jesus 
came to this earth, he announced the Kingdom of God was here in him. He demonstrated the presence of the 
Kingdom by casting out demons and delivering people from bondage, forgiving sins and reconciling them to 
God, healing diseases, and even raising the dead. Jesus was showing us what the Kingdom of God looked like. 
Jesus inaugurated the Kingdom of God through his life, death and resurrection. He is God’s anointed King, 
exalted to the highest place (Ephesians 1:15-21) and he invites us to enter his Kingdom.  

We are not naturally in the Kingdom of God. We have sided with Satan in his rebellion against God. We are 
born with our backs to God and we are at odds with him, enemies of God (Eph 2:1-3; Col 1:21) and we were 
under his judgment, deserving his wrath. But, God in his mercy reconciles us to himself through Jesus’s cross 
(2 Corinthians 5:18-21). As we trust in Jesus we are forgiven our rebellion and transferred out of the kingdom 
of darkness and death into the Kingdom of Jesus (Col 1:12-14). We are we are restored to God and under the 
Lordship of Jesus, he begins to bring his healing and restoration to every part of our life and into                    
our relationships.  

 

Representing our King and His Kingdom 

As citizens of his Kingdom, we are to represent our King and his Kingdom. We are called sons (and daughters) 
of the kingdom (Matthew 13:38, 43). The Apostle Paul, living in the Roman Empire, saw the Church as 
outpost of the Kingdom of God scattered throughout the empire. As citizens whose true citizenship was in 
heaven, they were to conduct themselves by the values of the Kingdom of God (Phil 1:27; 3:20). Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount describes what life in the Kingdom of God should look like and how citizens in his 
Kingdom should live and operate. As citizens of the Kingdom of God we are to embody Kingdom attitudes and 
Kingdom actions, seeking the Kingdom of God above all things (Matthew 6:33). Seeking his Kingdom above 
all means that I seek the interest and priorities of Jesus and His Kingdom above my interest or the interest of 
my own personal family, nation, ethnicity, or political tribe. Jesus’ Kingdom consists of men and women from 
all tribes, tongues, families and nations and ultimately our citizenship is firmly planted in his Kingdom. As 
citizens of God’s kingdom, our identity and loyalty are not rooted in a political party or in nationality or 
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ethnicity. Before I am anything else, I am a Christian, a child of God and a citizen of His Kingdom and my 
loyalty lies squarely with Christ.  

To represent the King and his Kingdom, I must renounce the Empire of Self.  

Jesus’ call to discipleship is to “deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow him” (Matthew 16:24).  

To deny ourselves means to say no to ourselves when our self is seeking independence from and resistance to 
Jesus and his will. This is counter-cultural. We live in the age of autonomy, where the good life is seen living 
out and pursuing your deepest desires and being denied those desires is the greatest threat to your happiness. 
Jesus was the most fulfilled human being to ever walk this earth, and even he said that he did not come to do 
his own will, but the will of him who sent him (John 6:38). The life of discipleship is submitting our wills to the 
will of the Father and the Son with the help and strength of the Holy Spirit. John Calvin believed that the sum 
of the Christian faith was the denial of ourselves. We cannot carry out the Father’s will unless we can say to 
the Father as Jesus did, “Not my will but yours be done.”  

Group Discussion: Our Gospel Identity leads to Gospel Activity. How does your citizenship in the Kingdom 
of God impact your vocational retirement conversation?  

 

Students of Jesus who Obey 

Luke 6:40 (ESV) — 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like 
his teacher.  

Matthew 10:24-25; 11:28-30; 28:19-20; Acts 2:42; Ephesians 4:25; Colossians 3:16 

As disciples of Jesus we are learning to live in the way of Jesus. We are his students, his apprentices, seeking to 
obey and to help others obey all that he has commanded us. We cannot escape discipleship. We are being 
formed and shaped by something, sitting at the feet of numerous teachers and learning the skill of living from 
them. Our culture is discipling us. We are not always aware of it. We are catching its vision of life like we catch 
a cold. The culture carries a worldview and form of teaching that as James K. A. Smith says,  

“...shape and constitute our identities by forming our most fundamental desires and our most basic 
attunement to the world . . . They prime us to approach the world in a certain way, to value certain 
things, to aim for certain goals, to pursue certain dreams...to be a certain kind of person.”  

– James K. A. Smith 

Our hearts, loves, commitments, and vision for life are all being shaped by something. As followers of Jesus, 
we have taken his yoke, his instruction, upon us. We are to be committed to having his word, his vision of 
reality, shape our loves and values and vision and commitments. The heart of discipleship is learning the skill of 
loving and living from Jesus.  

As apprentices of Jesus, we must be confident that Jesus really does have the best information on life.  
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“Our commitment to Jesus can stand on no other foundation than a recognition that he is the one 
who knows the truth about our lives and our universe… Could we seriously imagine that Jesus could be 
Lord if he were not smart? If he were divine, would he be dumb? Or uninformed? Once you stop to 
think about it, how could he be what we take him to be in all other respects and not be the best-
informed and most intelligent person of all, the smartest person that ever lived? He is not just nice, 
he is brilliant… ‘Jesus is Lord’ can mean little in practice for anyone who has to hesitate before saying 
‘Jesus is smart.’ He always has the best information on everything and certainly also on the things 
that matter most in human life.” 

- Dallas Willard, Divine Conspiracy 

Because we believe this about Jesus, we trust his word and his commands to us. What he commands, he 
commands because He is good and loving and wise.  

This requires that we be shaped by the Scripture. We allow the Word of God to inform and shape our 
worldview and our loves. We allow it to confront us and correct us. We have renounced a spirit of radical 
individualism that sees authority as inherently lying within us. We understand that authority lies outside of us. 
It is not fluid, changing with our whims or the culture, but fixed, challenging our whims and the culture. When 
Scripture contradicts our life, we adjust our life to the Scripture, not the other way around. But to order our 
life according the Scripture means that we must know what the Scripture says. We must form the habit of 
taking in God’s word. We must prioritize hearing his word through weekly corporate worship and reading his 
word through daily personal devotional time. Reading God’s word every day is one of the most critical aspects 
of discipleship. We must have a daily time and place where we intentionally listen to God speak to us in         
his Word.  

A simple tool to help us navigate the scriptures is the SPEC tool. As we read the bible, we want to ask: 

• What does this show me about the Triune God? The Scriptures are ultimately about God and his work 
in Christ. We want to see that in the passage.  

• What does this show me about myself and humanity? What does it reveal about our hearts, our 
tendencies, our idols, our aspirations, our design and God’s intentions for us? 

• Is there a Sin to confess and repent of? 

• Is there a Promise to believe? 

• Is there an Example to follow or avoid? 

• Is there a Command to obey? 

This simple tool will help you in your daily reading of the Scripture. As you go through this exercise each day, 
pray in response, write down what God is saying to you and seek to put it into practice. You will begin to grow 
as an apprentice of Jesus.  

Being students of Jesus is a collective identity.  
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As fellow students, we are to engage in the Scriptures, entering into dialogue together over the Scriptures and 
seeking to understand and obey its clear teachings in every area of lives. We are to help each other order our 
lives around Jesus and submit to his word by applying the Gospel to one another’s lives. As we do this, his Holy 
Spirit works to conform our lives more to Jesus. We seek to speak truth and receive truth from one another, 
listening, learning and putting into practice the things that Jesus by his Spirit is revealing to us. This process of 
helping one another center our lives on Jesus and be renewed by his gospel is how the members of the 
community administer spiritual care to one another.  

Group Discussion: When a believer embraces a pattern of rebellion against Jesus, what lie have they believed 
and what truth about Jesus are they refusing to believe? 

 

Servants who Serve 

Matthew 20:25–28 (ESV) — 25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. 
But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must 
be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.”  

Matthew 18:1-4; Luke 22:25-27; John 13:1-17; 1 Corinthians 3:5; 4:1; 2 Corinthians 4:5;         
Philippians 2:3-8; Galatians 6:10; 1 Peter 2:16 

Jesus came not to be served, but to serve and give his life away. As Jesus served us in his living and dying, we 
are to seek to serve others. We strive to lay aside our preference, comforts, assumed entitlements and lay our 
lives down for the good of others in practical ways. The pattern God established for his people is seen in his 
interactions with Abraham.  God blesses us that we might be a blessing (Genesis 12:3). Blessings are not to 
terminate on us, but be extended through us. Just as Christ became a blessing to us in his incarnation, death 
and resurrection, we seek to be a tangible blessing to others. As he served us, we seek to serve one another 
(Galatians 5:13). 

Jesus’ famous parable of the Good Samaritan shows us the pattern of caring for others. While others saw the 
injured man, they passed by on other side. The Good Samaritan saw the man as person in need, one made and 
loved by God. He saw like the others in the parable did not see. Their eyes and hearts were not truly open. He 
moved forward to meet that need at cost to himself. Servanthood means living our lives with open eyes and 
open hearts. We cannot live as servants, unless we allow ourselves to be confronted with and moved by the 
needs around us. That requires vision. Just as Jesus saw our need and was moved to action, we adopt a 
servant’s posture by first seeing the needs that are around us and allowing our hearts to be touched by the 
need. We are to be proactive in recognizing the needs of those among us and outside of us in our 
communities. As those who have seen the need, we are to choose to act in sacrificial ways to serve that need 
as best we can with the gifts, resources and relationships we have. Just as Jesus moved toward us in sacrificial 
love, we are to move toward one another in sacrificial love, serving others even at cost to ourselves.  
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Sinclair Ferguson points out that in the story of the Good Samaritan,  

“The neighbour in the story is not the man who fell among robbers, but the Samaritan. Jesus answers 
the question, ‘Who is my neighbour?’ by saying: You are the neighbour. So long as I can answer the 
question, ‘Who is my neighbour?”, I can draw limits to my responsibilities. But that is the very reverse 
of what Jesus is saying. He is saying, there are no limits to your responsibilities, for you are the 
neighbour.”  

– Sinclair Ferguson, Some Pastors and Teachers 

 

Stewards who Share  

1 Peter 4:10 (ESV) — 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace:  

Matthew 6:19-34; Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 12:42-48; Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2, 7;            
1 Peter 4:10-11 

We are not owners; we are managers of God’s good gifts. We are to faithfully steward our spiritual gifts, 
material resources and relationships to display, declare and advance the kingdom of God. God blesses his 
people so that they might be a blessing to the world. Jesus taught us not to store up treasures for ourselves on 
earth (Matthew 6:19), but to hold our resources lightly and leverage them for God’s purposes among us and 
beyond us. Jesus knows our tendency toward the idolatry of material things.  

In a culture of more, Christians are called to learn the art of contentment, finding our joy and security in Jesus 
(Philippians 4:11-13). He is the bread of life (John 6:35), the pearl beyond price (Matthew 13:45), the 
surpassing value (Philippians 3:8) and we must strive to find our delight in him and not the things of this world.  

Contentment is a community project, requiring that we exhort each other away from materialism and 
consumerism into the simplicity of God’s provision and the satisfaction of God’s presence and power.  

When our joy is not in material things, we are free to release material things for the good of others.  

Consider the opening example: I don’t have to keep clicking ads and spending my money on temporal things 
when I am content in Jesus and see my resources as gifts I am to steward for his glory. It doesn’t mean I can’t 
have nice things, but that I also am content not having nice things.  

We follow in the steps of Jesus who although he was rich, for our sake he became poor, that we through his 
poverty might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9). We are to embrace simplicity for the sake of radical 
generosity, sharing our resources for the good of others and the advancement of Jesus’ Kingdom (Acts 2:44-
45). We are to faithfully employ not only our material gifts, but our spiritual gifts, using what God has 
entrusted to us to build one another up into more mature followers of Jesus (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).  
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Sent Ones who Engage 

Matthew 28:18–20 (ESV) — 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

Romans 10:13–15 (ESV) — 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How then 
will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have 
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless 
they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”  

Psalm 67:1-3; Luke 24:46-49; John 15:16; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4; 13:1-3; Romans 10:13-15;                      
1 Peter 2:9-10; 3:15 

God is a going and sending God. He sent his Son Jesus to purchase our salvation. He sent his Holy Spirit to fill 
his people. And now, Jesus sends us, filled with the Spirit, to be proclaim his salvation to others. We are the 
sent ones, commissioned by King Jesus and empowered by His Spirit to take the Gospel to our neighbors and 
the nations. We are called to be a going and sending people, engaging the world with the gospel.  

Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Our motivation for mission is upwards and outwards. Upwards: Our 
motivation for missions is seeing our God known, loved and honored in all the earth. We are not content 
knowing that the praise God deserves is being withheld or being wasted on the false gods of this world. 
Outwards: We want to see people rescued from sin and judgment and brought into the glad enjoyment of 
God and his glory.  

The question is not if I am called, but to whom and to where I am called. 

As missionaries to our culture, we seek to understand its spiritual condition and grow in our capacities to 
engage it in spiritual conversations. The Secular Story is not working and we must be ready to engage the 
culture with the Story of God. We are to intentionally help others experience renewal in Jesus.  

We need the Holy Spirit to work a qualitative distinctiveness in us and embolden us to be witnesses for Jesus. 
We must be set free from our need to be liked, from the crippling fear of man, and be filled with love for Jesus 
and love for people so that we might faithfully tell others of Christ’s love for them.  

We do not do this merely as individuals. We are to be missionary communities, demonstrating and declaring 
the gospel of Jesus and his Kingdom together. We are a Sign of the Kingdom together. We engage those far 
from God by entering their lives, but also by welcoming them into our lives and communities (Acts 2:47). The 
apostolic nature of the church not only requires us to go, but it also requires us to be a hospitable community, 
opening up our lives and homes and inviting others who may not know the grace of Jesus to sit at our tables. 
We are to introduce others to the network of relationships that make up our church and life groups that they 
might see the Gospel of Jesus loved and lived out in relevant ways among real people (1 Peter 3:15). 
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Group Discussion: There is a lot of buzz in your office/school about a movie that just released. How does 
thinking in the language of the Gospel, and in particular embracing your identity as a Sent One, impact how 
you view this movie and this buzz?  

 

C O N C L U S I O N  
The Gospel is not merely the beginning of the Christian life, it is the path the Christian walks. We must 
meditate on the Gospel, and embrace who we are now because of it, believing God's truth about himself, us 
and our world. The Gospel is not just a path to heaven, but a power for life on earth lived in freedom and joy 
for the glory of God.  


