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GOSPEL FLUENCY 
AND THE STORY OF GOD 

 

R E V I E W  O F  G O S P E L  I D E N T I T I E S  
 

OUR TRUEST IDENTITY IS WHO WE ARE IN JESUS. 

 

Gospel → Identity → Practices 

 

Saints who ___________________ 

Sons and Daughters who ___________________ 

Citizens who ___________________ 

Students who ___________________ 

Servants who ___________________ 

Stewards who ___________________ 

Sent Ones who ___________________ 

 

I N T R O :  G O S P E L  F L U E N C Y  
Gospel Fluency is learning how to interpret all of life through the lens of the gospel and the new identities it 
gives us. When we say “gospel,” we don’t mean simply how one gets to heaven. What we mean by “gospel” is 
the entirety of the Story of God. Gospel fluency is the ability to see your story (your identity and conflicts) 
within the narrative of God’s story. When someone is fluent in the gospel, they evaluate every circumstance 
(positive and negative), every struggle, every victory through the filter of God’s work in creation and in Christ. 
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Also through the filter of the ramifications the gospel has for one’s meaning and purpose. It is like learning a 
language. You know you are fluent when you think and dream in that language. Gospel fluency means the 
default mode of how you think, dream, act, and respond to life is in step with and in light of the gospel. It 
means the language of the gospel is so innate, your conversations are shaped by it. The Gospel Story is so 
ingrained in you, it informs your reflexes to life’s stimuli.  

 

“Gospel-fluent people think, feel, and perceive everything in light of what has been accomplished in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ…When they see movies, they see the themes of the gospel, and they also 
notice which themes represent a false gospel. They begin to evaluate the storylines of their surrounding 
culture in light of the story of God’s redemptive purposes in Christ Jesus, and they learn to perceive where 
God might already be at work around them, preparing the soil of a community and individual hearts for the 
seeds of the gospel to be sown. Most significantly, those who are growing in gospel fluency are experiencing 
ongoing transformation themselves.”   

– Gospel Fluency by Jeff Vanderstelt 

 

Gospel Conversations 

When it comes to gospel conversations, the goal is not to ___________________ the conversation _________ the gospel, 
but ______________ the gospel __________________ the conversation.  

 

Scenario 

You observe that your child or your roommate or your spouse is constantly on the phone or TV or playing 
video games. How does gospel fluency enable you to address this in a way that goes beyond the action and 
address the root of the behavior? (Hint: What idolatry exists here?) 
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THE WORLD WE ALL WANT 
 

G O S P E L  C O N V E R S A T I O N  T O O L  
The World We All Want Gospel is a tool that communicates the story of God. The strength of this 
conversation is that it communicates the grand narrative of the Bible in a succinct way. It also moves away 
from an individualistic approach to the Gospel and highlights that God is saving a people for himself and 
transforming the world. The greatest strength of this conversation is that it starts with a common point of 
connection - our shared desire for a better world. Many simplified presentations of the Gospel are seeking to 
answer questions that many people in our cultural climate are simply no longer asking. This tool starts with a 
question that all of us face. 

Watch the presentation at www.thegoodbook.com/the-world-we-all-want. 

 

T H E  P R E S E N T A T I O N  

The World We All Want  

Question: What kind of world do you want to live in? What kind of life do you really want?  

Deep down, we all generally wish the world was different than it is. We want to live in a world of love, joy and 
security. A world with joyful and peaceful relationships, where there is no injustice, no suffering, poverty, 
crime, evil, and no death. A world that is secure and free of sorrow and loss. The reason we want a world like 
that is because that is what we were made for. That is what this world is meant to be. But it is not the world we 
experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

Question: Why do you think the world is as it is, or that your life is not as you would like it?  
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We have been given a glimpse of this world we want in a real person - Jesus. He lived a life of love, healed the 
sick, fed the hungry, and even raised the dead. Because of that, we know this world is possible, but we have to 
go back to the very beginning to understand how.  

G O D ’ S  G O O D  W O R L D  –  C R E A T I O N   
The Christian story provides an answer for the way the world is and an explanation as to why we long for a 
better one. This world has not always been this way. The Christian faith teaches that God is a Tri-Personal 
God. He is one God who has always existed as a Perfect Community of Three Persons related together in 
Love – God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God has always existed as a Perfect 
Community of Love, so much so that that love spilled over into the creation of a good and lovely world. God 
created a good world full of life and love. At the center of his creation was humanity, man and woman. God 
dwelled with them. And humanity had a loving relationship with God, trusting him and finding their meaning 
and worth in being made and loved by him. The first humans, Adam and Eve, had a perfect loving relationship 
with one another, free of insecurity, shame, conflict or pain. Their hearts went out to God and to one another 
in love. And they had a loving relationship with all creation. It was a secure environment for them in which to 
live and flourish. There was nothing in all creation that would harm them. “God looked at all he had made and 
behold it was very good.” Genesis 1:31. It was a world of Love, Joy, and Security. We were meant for this kind of 
world and will never be truly fulfilled outside of it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Verse: Genesis 1:31 

 

G O D ’ S  G O O D  W O R L D  R U I N E D   
But something went terribly wrong in God’s good creation. Adam and Eve turned away from loving and 
trusting God and they rebelled against him. When they did, their hearts turned in to themselves and became 
corrupt and selfish. The very world entrusted to their care was ruined. The whole fabric of creation began to 
unravel and death entered the world (Romans 5:12). This is why the world is the way it is. We are alienated 
from the God of love and we worship and serve other things. These “other things” are not built to bear the 
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weight of being God for us, so they leave us empty, unfulfilled and insecure. Think about how many created 
things we look to fulfill us. Does it ultimately work? 

Sin has corrupted humanity, making us selfish and prone to hurt one another. This is why we have broken 
relationships, shattered families, war, genocide, racism and every other social pain. Our hearts are not turned 
outward in love, but turned inward in selfishness. We lost the love we were meant to know and to show to 
others. 

Even creation came under this curse of sin. This is why we have natural disasters and death. Creation is good 
and filled with good gifts, but it is broken and not a perfectly safe place for us to live. We lost the security we 
were meant to have. 

We have all sinned (Romans 3:23). We have all contributed to this corrupt and broken world. Can you see 
how you have contributed to the way the world is? The bad news is that God has promised to call everyone to 
account for the way they have contributed to the corruption and harm of his good world. Because we have 
rebelled against God and ruined His good creation, we are under his displeasure and rightly deserve his 
judgment (Romans 6:23). And there is nothing we can do to make up for that.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Verses: Romans 5:12; Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23 

Yet, even though we are under his condemnation, God loves us and desires a relationship with us. He promised 
that he would provide a way for us to be forgiven and restored to him, restored to one another and eventually 
restored to a good, beautiful and healed creation. God promised that one would come from Eve who would 
overturn all the damaging effects of sin in our lives and in this world. Humanity brought ruin upon this 
creation, and we are not good, wise or powerful enough to rescue it. 

 

 

 



Page 6  | Gospel Fluency and the Story of God 

G O D ’ S  G O O D  W O R L D  R E S C U E D  
God chose a man, Abraham, and promised that from him would come someone who would bring blessing and 
hope to this broken world. From Abraham, God formed a people, Israel, and from Israel came Jesus. Jesus was 
God’s own dear Eternal Son. He was in the beginning with God the Father and at a point in time took on the 
fullness of humanity and was born into this broken world, fully man and fully God. He did not have a corrupt 
heart, and he never rebelled against God the Father, but always did what was pleasing to him. His heart always 
went out to God and to others in love. He gave us a glimpse of the world we all want – he healed the sick, 
miraculously fed the hungry multitudes, loved his enemies, and even raised the dead to life. But, he was killed, 
condemned to die by hanging on a cross. But this was God’s plan.  

Our sins deserve God’s judgment. When Jesus died on the cross, he was dying to pay the penalty for our sins, 
to take the judgment that we deserve for the ways we have sinned against God and hurt his good world.  Jesus 
was standing in our place as our substitute. He died the death we deserved to die for not living the life that we 
were made to live.   

Jesus was buried, but on the third day, God raised him from the dead. Jesus’ resurrection shows us that he 
truly was the Son of God and that his death really is enough to forgive us and bring us back to God. His 
resurrection life (perfect and free from weakness or pain) has introduced into the world the life we are 
desperate to know now. 

God is now gathering a people to himself from all over the world. Through Jesus, he forgives those people of 
their pasts and gives them new hearts. When we trust Jesus, we join that family and God’s Holy Spirit comes 
to live in us and make us new from the inside out. With new hearts, filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we can begin to live renewed lives with hearts that love and serve God and others. We all desperately need 
this salvation and new life.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Verses: John 3:16-17; Ephesians 2:8-10; 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 



Page 7  | Gospel Fluency and the Story of God 

G O D ’ S  G O O D  W O R L D  R E S T O R E D  -  N E W  C R E A T I O N   
After Jesus rose from the dead, he ascended into heaven and promised that he will come again in power to 
fully set the world right and make all things new. The Bible gives us a picture of a glorious future in a new 
heavens and new earth reserved for those who have trusted in Jesus, where there is no more sin, sorrow or 
death (Rev 21:4). This is the world that we want; a world with God at the center where He dwells with his 
rescued and renewed people in a rescued and renewed creation. There will be no more injustice, suffering, 
poverty, evil, war, hunger, pain, brokenness or death. God’s restored world will be full of love, joy, and security 
once again.  

 

 

 

 

Key Verses: Revelation 21:3-5 

 

O U R  R E S P O N S E :  
God invites everyone to be a part of this new humanity and new creation he is bringing about. His invitation is 
to Relationship and Partnership. Relationship – turn from our sin and trust Jesus to forgive us and be the 
leader of our lives. When we do this, we are forgiven, restored into a relationship with God, made part of his 
family, and given new hearts capable of living lives of love and service. If we refuse that, we will not be forgiven 
and will experience God’s judgment in the end away from him and his new world.  Partnership – God sends his 
people into this broken world with new hearts to love and serve it. He sends his people to invite others into 
what he is doing to bring his blessing to the world. He calls his people to share his good news with the world, 
serve the poor and help the hurting. He empowers us by his Holy Spirit to share the message and mercy of 
Jesus with the world.  

If you want to be forgiven and made part of God’s family and part of the new world he is creating, turn from 
living your life for self and turn to Jesus. Ask him to forgive you and be the leader and lord of your life. Then 
join his people in love and service to the world God loves.  

The two options we have are to live life in a ruined existence or a rescued one, forever ruined by sin and under 
God’s judgment or rescued by Jesus Christ and forever restored to him in the new world he is bringing about.  
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Is there any reason you could not turn to Jesus today and trust him to be your savior and leader? The 
Scripture says that if we will believe (trust) in him and confess him as Lord, we will be saved.  

Key Verse: Romans 10:13 

  

S U M M A R Y  O F  G O D ’ S  S T O R Y  
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APPLYING THE STORY 

 

If we are going to speak the gospel fluently to the hearts of others, we need to listen for the dominant 
storylines under which others live their lives. What are their gospel stories? Who’s their hero?  

- Vanderstelt, Gospel Fluency 

 

The gospel narrative everyone believes includes the storyline of Creation, Fall, Redemption, and New 
Creation. Oh, they wouldn’t necessarily use those words, but since eternity is written on their hearts, they 
are wired by God with this storyline. If you pay attention, you will see that this is the storyline of every great 
novel, play, and movie. It spills out of our songs and poems. It jumps out of our television screens in sitcoms, 
dramas, and even commercials. Gospel-fluent ears learn to listen to where the storylines of our friends and 
our culture agree and disagree with the true story of God.  

– Vanderstelt, Gospel Fluency 

 

Creation – What is this person seeking to find their identity in or sense of value or purpose? 

Fall – What or who do they blame for the frustration and brokenness in their lives? 

Redemption (Rescue) – To whom or what are they looking to be their Savior or Rescuer? 

New Creation (Restoration) – What does a renewed future look like? What is their version of heaven? 

 

Scenario 

How does the idolatry of family fit into this Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration Narrative? Play out how 
a gospel conversation might look like with someone who has looked for the perfect family as their salvation 
story but is suffering the pain of a prodigal child. What is their Creation Story? What is their Fall? What is 
their New Creation story? What ways do they try to bring that about (their Redemption Story). How is their 
story a distorted version of the Gospel Story and how can you frame their struggle with the Story of God?    


