
WHAT IS THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR?
The Church calendar reflects the storyline of the gospel. 
Beginning in Advent, the flow of the Church Year tells 
the story of Jesus. The seasons of Advent, Christmas, and 
Epiphany take us through the experience of longing for 
Jesus, his arrival, and the revelation of his glory to us. Lent 
and Easter help us experience the reality of our own sin, 
our need for a suffering Savior who dies and rises from the 
dead to secure our salvation. The Day of Pentecost (marked 
in red) and the season of Ordinary Time help us embrace 
our commission by the Risen Christ who has ascended to 
the Father and who has poured out his Holy Spirit on the 
Church, sending us with the gospel to our neighbors and to 
the nations as we await his return. The CATC readings seek 
to align with these high points during the Church Year, even 
reflecting the colors of the Church calendar. Therefore, the 
books of the Bible are not read in order, but in light of their 
doctrinal focus and alignment with the rhythm of the 
Church year.

WHY READ THE BIBLE?
The Bible is a necessity for intimacy with God. It is  God’s 
Word to us. It reveals God to us, shows us the way to be saved, 
brings us into a greater experience of friendship with God, 
and is a primary means of grace in our spiritual formation. 
This plan is created to assist us in the regular reading of the 
Bible.

UNIQUE FEATURES
Reading on a Two-Year Cycle. There is no pressure to 
read the entire Bible in one year.
 
USE OF REPETITION
By reading New Testament passages multiple days in a 
row, you will strengthen your comprehension of 
the Bible.

SENSITIVITY TO THE CHURCH CALENDAR
The Church calendar reflects the storyline of the gospel 
as does the selection and order of the books in the 
reading plan. 

INCLUSION OF A DAILY PSALM OR PROVERB
Each day a reading from the Psalms or Proverbs 
is included to serve as an aid for morning or 
evening prayer. 

DAYS OF REFLECTION AND MAKE-UP
Every seven days is a day to catch up and reflect on 
what you have been reading. 

PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS
SCHEDULE A DAILY TIME AND PLACE
You must form a ritualized habit of reading the Bible. 

PICK A BIBLE
We recommend the English Standard Version. 

READ THE BIBLE PRAYERFULLY
Pray for God’s help to understand, enjoy, and apply what 
you read. 

LOOK FOR JESUS
Look for Jesus and for gospel patterns in the text that you 
might love Christ more. 

APPLY WHAT YOU READ
Respond to God’s word in trust and obedience. 

READ IT WITH A FRIEND
Join others in using the plan and share with them what 
God is showing you.

DON’T GIVE UP
If you get behind, start again at the assigned reading for 
the day and move forward. 
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