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GOSPEL FLUENCY 
AND YOUR STORY 

 

R E V I E W  O F  G O S P E L  I D E N T I T I E S  
 

OUR TRUEST IDENTITY IS WHO WE ARE IN JESUS. 

 

Gospel → Identity → Practices 

 

Saints who ___________________ (our need for approval) 

Sons and Daughters who ___________________ (our need for affection and acceptance – to be known and loved) 

Citizens who ___________________ (our need for purpose and vindication) 

Students who ___________________ (our need for instruction and direction) 

Servants who ___________________ 

Stewards who ___________________ 

Sent Ones who ___________________ 

 

Living as Stewards who Share 

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  

Acts 20:35, ESV 

 

Our need for meaning and 
influence and impact. 
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Stewardship of Finances 
 

“Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. But as you 
excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in 
this act of grace also. I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”  

2 Corinthians 8:6–9, ESV 

 

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work. As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness 
endures forever.” He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the 
saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their approval of this service, they will glorify God 
because of your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your 
contribution for them and for all others, while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of 
God upon you.”  

2 Corinthians 9:8–14, ESV  

Stewardship of Spiritual Gifts 
 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace:”  

1 Peter 4:10, ESV 

Stewardship of the Gospel 
  
“This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required 
of stewards that they be found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any 
human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not 
thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the 
Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then 
each one will receive his commendation from God.”  

1 Corinthians 4:1–5, ESV 
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S E L F  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  P E R S O N A L  S T E W A R D S H I P  
 

 

Time Money Energy 

God 

   

Self 

   

Family 

   

Church 

   

Work 

   

World 

   

 

Rate yourself in the stewardship of your time, money, and energy in the categories on the left of the chart 
with the following scores: 

5 – Excelling   |   4 - Doing Well   |   3 – Coasting   |   2 - Token Engagement   |   1 - Disobedient and Negligent 

 

Things to Consider: 

Regarding Time: Is the time you give in these areas purposeful, not rushed, attentive? Are you investing time wisely in 
things that are important? Are you giving attention to Sabbath and Solitude? 

 

Regarding Money: Have you submitted your spending to God? Are you generous to your family, growing in your giving 
to the local church, invested in broader ministries to the nations? Are you living with financial integrity at work, not 
stealing from your company, and working hard to earn what you make?  

 

Regarding Energy: Are you zealous for God? Are you giving your family the leftovers of your energy? Are you taking 
care of your personal health? Are you energetic in discipling relationships and passionate about your local church? Are 
you passionately engaged in mission toward the lost?  
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R E V I E W  O F  G O S P E L  F L U E N C Y  
Gospel Fluency is learning how to interpret all of life through the lens of the gospel and the new identities it gives us.  

Gospel fluency means the default mode of how you think, dream, act, and respond to life is in step with and in light of the 
gospel. It means the language of the gospel is so innate, your conversations are shaped by it. The gospel story is so 
ingrained in you, it informs your reflexes to life’s stimuli.  

Example: Stewardship and Gospel Fluency 

Why do we struggle with stewardship of resources?  

Why do we struggle with stewardship of the gospel?  
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“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 
and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and 
was raised. From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.”  

2 Corinthians 5:14–16, ESV 

 

Trevin Wax on The Barna Survey: 

• “First, the 96%. They’re not saying, ‘verbally calling people to faith is a central part of the Christian 
life’ but ‘representing Jesus to others in how I live’ is what’s important. Life, not words.” What is 
wrong with that thinking? 

• “Second, the 73% who say they are ‘gifted at sharing their faith with other people’ indicates that 
many respondents find it easy to talk about what they believe, and yet hesitate when it comes to 
persuading someone to adopt the same faith. In other words, ‘sharing their faith’ for millennials likely 
does not mean ‘evangelism,’ but ‘talking about what Jesus means to me.’” What is wrong with that 
thinking? 

• “Faith as a private matter.” Is faith a private matter? 

• “In our churches and discipleship efforts, we have to consider an additional problem: Hell doesn’t 
seem to be on the horizon. For the churchgoing millennial, the absence of any mention or thought of 
hell as an eternal reality—spoken about by the apostles and warned about by Jesus—reveals a 
deficiency in discipleship. Do we take seriously all that Jesus says? … We should shudder at churches 
that don’t know what it means to shudder about hell. I don’t know how you can take Jesus’s message 
seriously and miss that glaring and frequent aspect of his teaching. Mock ‘fire and brimstone 
preachers’ all you want, but take care that in the process, you’re not mocking Jesus himself.” 

 

What other reasons are at the heart of our struggle with Stewardship of the Gospel?  

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8, ESV 
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G O S P E L  F L U E N C Y  A N D  S T O R Y  O F  G O D  
 

The World We All Want (The Story of God) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applying the Story: Gospel Conversations 

When it comes to gospel conversations, the goal is not to ________________ the conversation _____ the gospel, but __________ the 
gospel _______________ the conversation.  

 

“The gospel narrative everyone believes includes the storyline of Creation, Fall, Redemption, and New 
Creation. Oh, they wouldn’t necessarily use those words, but since eternity is written on their hearts, they 
are wired by God with this storyline. If you pay attention, you will see that this is the storyline of every great 
novel, play, and movie. It spills out of our songs and poems. It jumps out of our television screens in sitcoms, 
dramas, and even commercials. Gospel-fluent ears learn to listen to where the storylines of our friends and 
our culture agree and disagree with the true story of God.”  

Vanderstelt, Gospel Fluency 

 

Creation – What or where is this person seeking to find their identity or sense of value or purpose? 
Question: What are some of the creation stories that people live with?  

 

Fall (Ruin) – What or who do they blame for the frustration and brokenness in their lives? In other words: 
What is keeping them from securing that identity and sense of value and accomplishing their purpose?  
Question: What are some things that people blame for their frustration and brokenness? 



Page 7  | Gospel Fluency and Your Story 

Redemption (Rescue) – To whom or what are they looking to be their Savior or Rescuer? What are they 
giving their energy and effort to in order to fix their lives? 
Question: What are some things people look to for rescue? 

 

New Creation – What does a renewed future look like? What is their version of heaven? What is the world 
they are longing for? Note: This is going to relate somewhat to their creation story.  
Question: What are some versions of “heaven on earth” that people have? 

 

Scenario: You have a Christian friend who is very driven. She has recently launched out and started a new 
business. She is getting by, but struggling to make progress and move the business forward. She comes from a 
successful family with a high work ethic. She is diligent, working excessive hours, and taking few days off. But, 
she is frustrated over her lack of production and her inability to grow this new business. You sense she is 
starting to grow weary, stressed, depressed, and somewhat ashamed of how much her endeavor is struggling. 
She is starting to resent her family who is constantly asking her about her new business and offering 
suggestions to her. How does her story fit into the universal human narrative of creation, fall, redemption, 
restoration? What is her creation story? What is her preferred future? What is her fall? What is she trusting in 
to rescue her from her fall and secure her preferred future? How does the gospel offer her a new narrative 
that will rescue and free her, and will empower her to pursue her work in a different way? What Scriptures 
come to mind that might be relevant to the conversation?  

   

Table Discussion: Share your personal story with someone at your table using this Creation, Fall, Redemption, 
Restoration grid and share how Jesus is rescuing you out of that false gospel.  

 

Assignment: EVERYONE INVITING SOMEONE. Who will you begin praying for regularly by name and 
seek to invite into gospel conversations and gospel environments over the next month?  

 


